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THE MECHANIC ARTS 8c HEALTH DIVISIONS ISSUE 
The Prairie View Standard 
,'ol. 32 Prairie View State College, Prairie View Branch, Hempstead, Texas, April, 1941 No. 8 
Mechanic Arts Division Trains Students In National Defense Program 
Three Courses Being Offered in Engineering 
Defense; N. Y. A. & Industrial Education 
Departments Also Training in 
Defense Program 
The writer spent a day inspecting 
the defense program No. 3 which be­
gan February 15, 1941 at Prairie 
View under the supervision of Mr. 
J. J. Abernethy, B. S., M. S., Kansas 
State College. Mr. Abernethy is 
assisted by Mr. C. L. Wilson, B. S., 
M. S., Kansas State College. 
The courses in the Engineering 
D e f e n s e  T r a i n i n g  P r o g r a m  a r e  
taught as follows: 
Engineering Drawing: Mr. C. L. 
Wilson, Mr. Haskell Houston, B. S., 
formerly of the Denison High 
School; Mr. I. F. Wesley, B. S., (work 
completed for M. S.) of Temple; Mr. 
H. W. Carter, B. S„ B. E. 
Internal Combustion Engines; Mr. 
N. A. Jones, Prairie View, Langston, 
and Kansas State Teachers' College, 
21 years at Prairie View; Mr. Q. D. 
Thomas, Prairie View Mechanic Arts 
Department, Prairie View; Mr. E. J. 
Johnson, Head of auto mechanics 
shop, Prairie View; and Mr. J. J. 
Abernethy. 
Power and Heating Engineering: 
Mr. F. G. Fry, B. S., Kansas State, 
chief engineer, Prairie View; Mr. 
A. E. Charleston, B. S., Prairie View, 
12 years as assistant engineer, 
Prairie View; Mr. D. W. Martin, 
B. S. (graduate school), 18 years 
head electrical department, Prairie 
View; L. P. Muckleroy, Prairie View 
and Kansas State, head of plumbing 
department, 12 years; A. I. Watson, 
B. S., asst. engineer, Prairie View 
for 13 years; and T. E. Neal, Langs-
ton, engineer, Prairie View, 12 years. 
The class in Engineering Drawing 
was in full swing with Messrs. H. 
Houston and I. Wesley in full charge. 
Each student was busy at a drawing 
board. F. D. Breeding, age 31, of 
La Grange, Texas, was busy with a 
plate. Mr. Breeding came to take 
this course February 15. He has a 
wife and three children and finished 
his junior college work at Prairie 
View in 1935. 
Mr. Napoleon Mack, 28, of Gal­
veston, Texas, was hard at work. Mr. 
Mack finished Central High School 
in 1930 and has been employed at a 
refinery since. He took a 90-day 
leave from a job paying near $1,000 
per year to come for this course. 
At the next table was Mr. George 
Brooks, 19 of Egypt, Texas, who 
finished Powell Point High School, 
Kendleton, Texas, May 1940. Mr. 
and Mrs. Will Merriweather (white) 
for whom Brooks worked were in­
terested in him enough to bring him 
to Prairie View and pay his expenses 
for the course. Time would not per­
mit me to interview more of the 
young men. The teachers explained 
that this group took mechanical 
drafting, free hand drawing, mathe­
matics and shop processing. 
The class in Internal Combustion 
Engines was next in order. Mr. N. 
A. Jones was busy with them in the 
blacksmith shop. Mr. Henry Barn­
well, 21 of Fort Worth, a senior in 
Mechanic Arts, was busy making a 
chisel. He explained the process 
by which he took a piece of steel and 
made it into a chisel hard enough 
to cut the piece from which it came. 
Mr. Daniel Taylor, 22, B. S., Prai­
rie View, also was very busy with a 
smoldering piece of metal. Taylor 
is one of the most efficient machin­
ists in the entire set-up, according 
to his teacher. 
Mr. Jesse L. Nicholson, 20 of 
Camden, Texas, was likewise busy 
at another furnace. Nicholson was 
previously a special student in auto 
mechanics and electricity. This de­
fense course offered him and op­
portunity to broaden his training. 
Professor N. A. Jones had me visit 
the special room equipped with 
three diesel engines. One of the 
(Continued on page 5) 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
Engineering Defense Training 
Courses offered under the direction 
of the United States Office of Educa­
tion to meet the urgent demands in 
various fields of industry and as a 
part of the National Defense Pro­
gram: 
Course 1. Engineering Drawing 
Course 2. Internal Combustion 
Engines 
Course 3. Power and Heating 
Engineering 
Course 4. Architectural Drafting 
Course 5. Construction Engineering 
Fees 
Tuition for the course is FREE. 
Books and Supplies, $10.00 (app.) 
Books and Supplies, $10.00 (app.); 
Board, Lodging, Laundry, etc., $18.00 
per month (In College Dormitory). 
Registration 
Registration for the courses will 
begin Tuesday, May 20, 1941 in 
Room 100 Industrial Engineering 
Building at 9:00 A. M. 
For further information please 
communicate directly with J. J. 
Abernethy, Director of Mechanic 
Arts. 
THE MECHANIC ARTS SEMINAR 
BY F. D. STEPHENS 
It has long been the desire of the 
officials of the Mechanic Arts Divi­
sion to develop from time to time 
better means of knowing our students 
from the standpoint of scholastic 
abilities with special attention being 
given to original thought and pro­
duction. Year after year the periodic 
reports on scholarship have been 
carefully noted and the idea con­
ceived is to bring about a method 
which will aid to some extent in re­
ducing the enormerous number of 
failures and at the same time give 
the instructor a long-trend mental 
concept of the student's ability to 
succeed in life, particularly noting 
the types of service each proposes to 
render in actual life situations. 
In a regular monthly meeting of 
the Mechanic Arts Division, held 
March 11, 1941 at 7 p. m. in the 
(Continued on page 6) 
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The Post Graduate Medical Assembly, March, 1941 
The Fifth Annual Post Graduate Medical Assembly for Negro Physicians in Texas convened at Prairie View 
College, March 3-6, 1941. The assembly enjoyed its most successful year. A well balanced program was featured; 
presented by outstanding lecturers in the fields of Syphilis, Tuberculosis, Pediatrics, Obstetrics, and Heart Disease. 
THE VALUE OF HOSPITAL 
MEDICAL RECORDS 
BY MABEL LOUISE HOOD, R. M. L. 
The modern hospital stands be­
side the college, the church and 
large business organizations as one 
of the most important institutions 
in the life of the community. It is 
a continuous influence in the life and 
health of every individual. All 
people eventually go to the hospital 
or come under the care of a physician 
or surgeon, so all are potential 
patients. The hospital exists as an 
institution for the saving of human 
life, for the prevention of disease, 
and for education in matters pertain­
ing to health. The work done in 
prenatal clinics and in medical and 
surgical clinics is especially note­
worthy in pursuing these objectives. 
Never before, have hospitals pos­
sessed the quality and quantity of 
scientific care for the sick that they 
have today; never has hospital in­
fluence been so intensive and wide­
spread—never have they been so 
integral a part in the social life of 
their communities. It is commonly 
known that there are organizations 
engaged in testing foods to determine 
which brands are safe to eat, and 
testing mechanical equipment to 
learn if it is safe to human use, but 
it is not, so commonly known, that 
the American College of Surgeons 
tests hospitals to determine their 
fitness to care for patients. In the 
case of accident or illness, you may, 
from a list of hospitals as approved 
each year by the American College 
of Surgeons, choose a hospital with 
confidence. The requirements for 
approval of a hospital by the Amer­
ican College of Surgeons are enu­
merated in a Minimum standard— 
the standard being practicable and 
simple, is applicable to all hospitals, 
regardless to size or type. The 
death rate has been reduced more 
than half in approved hospitals dur­
ing the past two decades. The key­
note of the Hospital Standardization 
movement first, last and always is 
SERVICE to the patient. 
In order for us to promote the 
high standards in surgical practice 
and hospital care, because we be-
live that every sick or injured man, 
woman or child, regardless of race, 
creed, color, or social status is en­
titled to the best diagnosis and treat­
ment that scientific medicine can of­
fer, we are therefore, faced with ful­
filling a requirement, based on our 
knowledge that MEDICAL RE­
CORDS are required, which give a 
complete history of the patient's 
illness; how it started, how it devel­
oped, what was found on examina­
tion, what treatment was carried out, 
and finally the results—this is, 
essential for efficient medical care 
of the patient, and may also serve as 
a benefit to those who may suffer 
from similar conditions. Life is a 
continual adjustment, and the adjust­
ment is what adds vigor and enthusi­
asm to whatever TASK is attempted. 
Our professional task is, that of giv­
ing to humanity efficient service in 
each department of our hospitals, 
because hospitals are built primarily 
for the scientific and efficient care 
of patients, and in order to promote 
efficiency, hospitals whether large 
or small should be organized as 
teaching centers; this teaching does 
not necessarily imply a formal pro­
gram but rather a studied plan of 
instruction, according to the needs 
of the given hospital as determined 
by the attending medical staff or 
governing board. You will note 
from the tenor of my discussion, that 
an attempt is being made to carry 
out the idea that we must give to 
the world today, nothing less than 
efficient hospital service in our large 
and small hospitals. 
The subject of this article has to 
do with only hospital departmental 
requirement, namely, the Medical 
Record Department, that we need 
to fulfill in our hospitals. It is a 
fact, however, that a lack of more 
hospitals and medical facilities is 
chiefly responsible for the Negro 
high death rate from Tuberculosis, 
Pneumonia, Heart disease and Child­
birth because in the United States 
(Continued on page 6) 
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A Group of N. Y. A. Students Constructing a Building 
THE N. Y. A. AND THE NATIONAL DEFENSE 
PROGRAM AT PRAIRIE VIEW 
BY GEO. A. EDSELL 
The program of the National 
Youth Administration is one of the 
most interesting and challenging in 
the country. This program along 
with the National Defense program 
makes it possible for youth all over 
the country to receive training and 
w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e .  T r a i n i n g  a n d  
work experience that will enable 
them to take their places in industry 
and the nation's armed forces as 
skilled workers of various kinds. 
There are two types of programs, 
the students work program and the 
out-of-school program. Boys in the 
out-of-school program are engaged 
in such activities as woodwork, 
sheet metal work, auto mechanics, 
machine shop practice, and the build­
ing trades. The girls make and re­
pair clothing, prepare hospital sup­
plies, assist in caring for the sick, 
and cook and serve foods and work 
on various Home Economics proj­
ects, including home management. 
The Negro youth, as well as 
other youth, are brought together in 
resident work centers. These cen­
ters are usually set up on or near 
the campuses of Negro Educational 
Institutions. Here they live, re­
ceiving subsistence and a small wage 
for their work, while they acquire a 
sound combination of practical ex­
perience and classroom training, 
making use of the facilities the 
school affords. 
In addition to getting a sound 
background of practical work ex­
perience on the resident projects, the 
youth benefit in many ways. Their 
health is attended to, their food is 
dietetieally correct, they acquire 
habits of personal care. Their en­
vironment in the resident centers 
represents, in most cases, a raised 
standard of living, finally they learn 
to work and play together. The 
habits and philosophy of cooperative 
living which they learn are among 
the most desirable by-products of 
the program. During the year 
1939-40, over 7,500 Negro youths 
were on resident projects through­
out the country. The projects here at 
Prairie View is the only one of its 
kind in the state of Texas. 
Here we have 66 boys and 60 girls 
in full time residence. The boys are 
divided into 6 units. They are Auto­
mobile Servicing and Porter Work, 
Building Construction, Cooking and 
Baking, Laundry Cleaning and Press­
ing, Landscape Gardening, and the 
(Continued on page 7) 
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ENGINEERING DRAWING ENGINEERING DRAWING 
BY ORAN BAILEY BY NAPOLEON MACK 
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LAUNDRY 
The laundry is taking advantage 
of the new laundry equipment which 
has been installed recently by turn­
ing out clothes, especially shirts in 
first class condition. 
A new shirt presser has been in­
stalled in the laundry department 
and a spotting machine has been in­
stalled in the dry cleaning depart­
ment. 
In order to improve the appear­
ance of the laundry machines the 
washers and extractors have been 
painted... 
The laundry, along with various 
other departments, observed Friday, 
April 4, as clean up day. All stu­
dents employed there reported to 
work at 7:30 to do their share to­
ward making the place look as clean 
and neat as possible. 
MAHEAGRIS 
BY WILLIAM MACK FERRIS 
The name "Maheagris" if you will 
notice is made up of the letters that 
represent each industrial division on 
the campus, the M. A. (Mechanic 
Arts) the H. E. (Home Economics) 
A. G. R. I. (Agriculture) and S, 
(Science). 
The Maheagris is an annual af­
fair and is designed to exhibit all the 
work of each industrial division on 
President Roosevelt in one of his 
speeches on preparedness made this 
assertion, "In order for democracy 
and the American way of life to sur­
vive in these United States we must 
prepare to meet force with force." 
From this point of view American 
people swing into action. Experts 
from various parts of the United 
States have been called together to 
decide what must be done to make 
America able to meet force with 
force. As a result we have the 
Defense Program. This program is 
divided into numerous branches. 
The Federal Office of Education 
Defense Training Program is one of 
these branches. The Engineering 
Defense Training courses offered at 
Prairie View State College come 
under this branch. There are three 
courses offered under this Defense 
Training. They are: Internal Com­
bustion Engines, Power and Heat­
ing, and Engineering Drawing. 
Engineering Drawing is the course 
I am taking. I find this course to 
have many advantages. Before I 
studied drawing, a line had no signi­
ficance to me. Now I know that 
drawing is a language. And this 
language is of immense importance 
in the building of machines and 
structures. Architects represent on 
paper their ideas from which con­
tractors and engineers build to­
morrow's ships, guns, tanks and 
planes. Everything that is made 
now-a-days is first drawn on paper. 
Engineering Drawing develops the 
ability to think. This kind of think­
ing is very important, for from it 
improvements and inventions are 
made. 
The organization of the subjects 
in this course are very unique in that 
each one mergers into the other. 
These subjects, Shop Processing, 
Freehand Sketching, Shop Mathe­
matics, Descriptive Geometry and 
Drawing are directly related and 
the campus. It has been known as 
"Meheagris" only since 1938. Prior 
to this time the exhibits were made 
by each division at the time it 
I am a citizen of Galveston, Texas 
and a former employee of the Pan 
American Refinery of Texas City, 
Texas. When I learned that the 
Federal Board of Education was of­
fering three engineering courses at 
Prairie View State College I decided 
to come and take Engineering Draw­
ing. In my type of work there is a 
constant need for men who know 
how to read and make simple draw­
ings and blue prints. I have always 
wanted to become proficient in this 
type of work so that I could advance 
to a higher position. With this 
idea in mind I came to Prairie View 
to take tk;e Engineering Drawing 
Course. I find that it is not only of 
extreme value to me but to any man 
who desires to become an engineer­
ing draftsman. 
The opportunities in engineering 
drawing at present are great. There 
is every indication that they will be­
come even greater. Needs growing 
out of America's frantic efforts to 
prepare herself against any attack 
have opened up jobs for many drafts­
men. The Civil Service Commission 
is searching daily for men who can 
fill these jobs. We who are taking 
this course will be eligible to take 
one of the Civil Service examinations 
and thereby be in line for one of the 
jobs available through this com­
mission. 
Personally, I feel confident that 
this course of Engineering Drawing 
will help any young man with an 
ambition for advancement in life. 
what we learn in one we can use it 
in the other and vise-versa. 
It is impossible for me to tell you 
all of the advantages offered in 
Engineering Drawing but if you are 
a young man interested in mechani­
cal drawing, might I suggest that 
you have nothing to lose by taking 
this course. 
chose.. But to add to the effects of 
the several exhibits they were com­
bined and sponsored by the joint co­
operation of all the divisions and 
the results was the Maheagris. 
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A Class in Engineering Drawing, National Defense Program 
Reading from left to right: W. G. Lee, Ennis, Texas; Q. T. Tillman, Troup, Texas; Napoleon Mack (partly 
obscured) Galveston, Texas; Carl Martin, Prairie View, Texas; Theophilus Jackson. Eagle, Texas; George Brooks, 
Wharton, Texas; Zack Spears, Houston, Texas; Oran Bailey, Madisonville, Texas; F. D. Breeding, La Grange, Texas; 
Jarvis Kelley, Terrell, Texas. 
MECHANIC ARTS DIVISION 
TRAINS— 
(Continued from page 1) 
engines was torn down. The students 
are given training in all types of 
repairing' and maintaining diesel 
engines. In addition, they take metal 
work, shop mathematics, automobile, 
truck and tractor work. 
From this class we went to the 
class in Power Heating Engineering. 
Mr. Fry and Mr. Muckleroy were 
busy teaching the students the fun­
damentals of welding. The students 
were quite absorbed in testing some 
joints that had been completed. It 
appeared that Zack Spears of Hous­
ton had one of the best joints. Mr. 
A. E. Charleston was busy marking 
off metal preparatory to having the 
class construct a minialture boiler 
for some test purposes. This class 
takes water work engineering, boiler 
room equipment and accessories, 
centralized heating system, power 
generation and handling and erection 
of machinery. 
The courses described will end 
May 15. A new set of courses will 
begin near June 1, 1941—an 
announcement of which appears 
elsewhere in this paper. Inquries 
are now being made by Industrial 
Education teachers in various parts 
of the Southwest regarding the new 
courses. Many are applying to take 
this work for the summer with a 
view of better preparing themselves 
for possible defense jobs and for 
rendering a better piece of service at 
their permanent jobs. 
The Federal Government pays the 
tuition. Interested persons are urged 
to write Mr. J. J. Abernethy at once 
since the courses are limited in num­
ber. 
C. H. Waller, Extension 
Leader, Dies 
C. H. Waller, who for the past 34 
years had been connected with 
Prairie View College, as head of the 
Agricultural Department and for 20 
years head of Negro Extension 
Work, died April 15 at Nacogdoches, 
Texas. Mr. Waller had not been 
well for the past year. Gloom 
covered the campus when the news 
of his death reached the campus, as 
he was one of the most popular 
members of executive cabinet. He 
is survived by his wife and one son, 
Dr. C. W. Waller of Louisiana. 
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MECHAINC ARTS SEMINAR— 
(Continued from page 1) 
Mechanic Arts Building, Mr. J. J. 
Abernethy, Director of the Division, 
entertained motions of suggested 
methods whereby the director, in­
structors, and employees of the 
division might keep in closer touch 
with students with the end in view 
of knowing them better. After much 
discussion the Seminar method was 
suggested and by practically unani­
mous vote, there being only two 
opposing, it was voted to institute 
the Mechanic Arts Seminar to meet 
every Thursday afternoon from 4:30 
to 5:00 p. m. in the Faculty Assembly 
Room. All Mechanic Arts students, 
teachers, and employees are re­
quested to be present regularly at 
these sessions. 
Through the Mechanic Arts Semi­
nar the plan is to carry out, among 
many things, the following five point 
program: 
1. Gain a more intimate knowl­
edge of each student and his work. 
2. Disseminate as much infor­
mation as possible relative to all the 
shop work given at Prairie View. 
3. Bring to the students working 
plans of General Shop procedures. 
4. Bring to the students from 
time to time prominent speakers 
and authorities, from thruout the 
nation, on Mechanics in all its 
phases. 
5. Gain a definite knowledge of 
each student's rating as an all-
round Mechanic Arts Student. 
In the first session of the Mechanic 
Arts -Seminar, Director Abernethy 
introduced the Seminar idea to the 
group and outlined the plan of pro­
cedure. The latter half of the 
session was given over to the 
Mechanic Arts Club. With Mr. L. 
Caldwell, the former president, pre­
siding the club elected its present 
corp of officers in a manner much to 
the satisfaction of the members. 
Highlight number 1 of the Seminar 
session was the very excellent ad­
dress, "What A College Education 
Should Do," given by Professor G. 
W. Reeves on March 27. The key­
note sounded in this discussion was 
that, "Education Should Teach Us 
To Think." On April 3, Professor 
0. J. Baker, the College Librarian, 
addressed the group on the topic, 
"The Use Of The Library." By a 
unique diagram of the Library lay­
out and an exposition on same we 
were shown the approach to secur­
ing books, book classification, the 
use of reference cards, and generally 
the proper use of the Library. This 
discussion was particularly timely 
in light of the recent increased 
demand for reference texts provided 
for the National Defense Training. 
Dr. R. P. Perry, Director of the Arts 
& Sciences Division furnished the 
group with an educational treat on 
April 10 by kindly permitting the 
run of a newly released film "Air 
Conditioning." The very splendid 
attendance on the part of the group 
bore testimony of the gratitude 
shown for this splendid cooperation. 
From all evidences the Mechanic 
Arts Seminar bids fair to become a 
very potent factor in developing the 
interest which is so vitally necessary 
for one to possess in his work in 
order to do a good job. Hereby, we 
approach the ideal conceived in the 
institution of the Mechanic Arts 
Seminar. 
THE VALUE OF HOSPITAL 
MEDICAL RECORDS— 
(Continued from page 2) 
TRADES AND INDUSTRIAL 
EDUCATION FOR NEGROES IN 
TEXAS, 1939-41 
BY MRS. L. E. SMITH 
Industrial Teacher-Trainer 
The State Department of Indus­
trial Education in cooperation with 
local school officials in Texas is ex­
panding the Industrial Training pro­
gram for Negroes. At the close of 
the Fiscal year of 1939-40, there were 
316 evening and part-time classes 
conducted in 71 centers in Texas with 
157 teachers employed full or part-
time with a student enrollment of 
5,991 students in all classes com­
bined. 
The school year of 1940-41 shows 
an increase of 9 new centers, bring­
ing the number of training centers 
up to 80, with a teaching staff of 
166 and approximate enrollment of 
6,275 students. 
Requests have come into Prairie 
View State College from 26 prospec­
tive teachers interested in taking 
special teacher training in Summer 
Short Courses preparatory to work 
next year. 
The State Department recognizes 
the fact that the success of this 
training program is due to the co­
operation received on the part of 
Prairie View State College in offer­
ing Summer Short Courses for teach­
ers and prospective teachers. Teach­
ers desiring to teach these classes 
must be certified by the Industrial 
Teacher Training Department of 
Prairie View State College. 
there is 1 hospital for each 107,090 
Negroes—but the high death rate of 
Negroes, as officials of the govern­
m e n t  a n d  c i v i c - m i n d e d  w h i t e  
Americans are beginning seriously 
to regard as a community, rath r 
than, solely a Negro health proble: :, 
for whenever the Negro's death rate 
is high the tell-tale figures have a 
direct bearing on the death rate of 
the community as a whole. While t'.e 
following plans are still in the mak­
ing, namely, the federal government 
hospital construction program, this 
contemplated future open i n g of 
hospitals for Negroes under state, 
local and private auspices, and the 
campaign to be waged on behalf of 
preventive medicine," let us perpare 
ourselves now by "Developing a 
medical Record Consicousness," to 
make posible efficient service at all 
times in the Medical Record Depart­
ment of hospitals manned by Ne­
groes. In order to become wholi j 
educated to realize the importance 
of our duty in making medical re­
cords of value to the patient, to the 
hospital, to the physician, in legvl 
defense, in Public Health, and in 
medical research, thereby cooperat­
ing 100 per cent with the American 
College of Surgeons, who in IBIS 
undertook to campaign vigorously, 
in order to secure acceptable medi­
cal records in all hospitals, whether 
large or small, therefore, we should 
be agreed in our thinking, that at 
all times, the use of the medical re­
cord are absolutely essential in our 
hospitals, and the physician is not 
conferring a favor on the hospital, 
but is rendering a priceless scienti­
fic SERVICE to the patient, when he 
contributes to the medical records, 
based on the standards as requested 
by the American College of Surgeons. 
It is true, the medical records is of 
value to the hospital, but its great­
est value is to the doctor himself—if 
ever there is a lack of interest on 
the part of physicians in the record­
ing of scientific data accurately and 
completely for patients in hospitals, 
perhaps this lack of interest is due 
mainly to the failure to use the 
medical records, after the patient is no 
longer hospitalized. If you have had 
a cause to think through, to this 
point, you should be thoroughly con­
vinced that medical records are of 
(Continued on page 7) 
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THE N. Y. A. AND THE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE PROGRAM 
(Continued from page 3) 
Laboratory Farm. These Units oper­
ate in connection with the National 
Defense Program and instructors are 
provided by the /State Vocational 
Education Department. 
In the Automobile Servicing Unit 
an attempt is made to equip the 
boy with the knowledge and experi­
ence that will enable him to get 
and hold a job as a service station 
worker. Many phases of automobile 
mechanics are given to him as well. 
The Building Construction Unit 
deals with the fundamental know­
ledge of carpentry. The boys in this 
unit are exceptionally fortunate in 
that they have the privilege of a 
building program which is seldom, if 
ever possible, in most places where 
such courses are offered. This fa­
cility has been made available by 
Mr. I. J. Collier, local contractor 
who is building houses south of the 
Prairie View Campus. 
The Laundry, Cleaning and Press­
ing Unit fundamentally trains the 
youth along the lines the title im­
plies. This Unit handles about 35,000 
pieces of wearing apparels and lin­
ens each week, and renders a service 
that cannot be surpassed. We have 
on record imformation that boys 
who have received training in this 
work in a number of instances, have 
gone from here and got good jobs 
or established jobs for themselves. 
In the Cooking and Baking Unit 
the boys learn the various phases 
of preparing food from small orders 
to large quantities and render a very 
valuable service to the College Din­
ing Hall Department. During the 
past month they helped to prepare 
from 60 to 90 thousand meals. 
The Landscape Gardening Unit is 
given the type of work that will 
make it possible for the individual to 
go back home and look after the 
gardens and lawns in their com­
munities and to hold a job in a 
nursery. They also give a valuable 
service helping to maintain the col­
lege grounds. 
The sixty girls receive training in 
Home Management. They do their 
work in the cottage provided for 
that purpose behind the N. Y. A. 
Hall No. 1 and in the Home Econom­
ics Building. They assist in the 
laundry and the hospital. 
Mrs. Jessie T. Rice, Mrs. Ada M. 
Moore and Mrs. Hattie Cox Fortson 
look after the girls. Roy L. Bailey, 
A. B. Coleman, E. H. Baker, M. E. 
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value first, to the patient primarily 
because they assure better medical 
service; second, they serve as a 
physician's guarantee for a more 
accurate diagnosis and treatment, 
third, they are invaluable for scien­
tific research. 
The progessive hospital must have 
a medical record consciousness per­
meating the entire hospital per­
sonnel—such a service will teach 
the prevention lowering standards 
of our hospitals service to the_ level 
of the untrained or unwilling hospi­
tal personnel—a medical record con­
sciousness will never be perfected 
until every physician, as well as every 
member of the hospital personnel 
and governing body of the hospital 
first believes in the value and indis-
pensability of medical records as a 
necessary factors in the proper 
scientific care of the sick. What is 
our responsibility concerning a true 
spirit of Medical Record Conscious­
ness on the part of all hospital per­
sonnel who come in professional con­
tact with the patient? 
First, with registration of the 
patient. The admitting officer on 
the First Floor or the Floor duty 
nurse admitting patients for hospi­
talization should be educated as re­
gards the importance of securing 
accurate and complete identification 
data. 
Second: Nurses. It is expected that 
Crawford, and Norris Herndon in­
struct the boys. All are Prairie View 
Alumni. 
Besides the training mentioned 
above for out-of-school youth, we 
also have what is known as a part 
time residence project. The youth 
on this project come to the campus 
daily from the surrounding con-
munities. They are at present 
working on a new farm shop in the 
eastern section of the campus This 
work is being handled by George R. 
Powell, Cecil Pool, and Frances 
Grandison. 
To date eight men have been 
called for Selective Service, with 
Uncle Sam's armed forces, from 
these projects. Seven from the part 
time residence project and one from 
the full time project. The writer is 
certain the training received has 
helped them take their place. 
graduate and student nurses should 
be medical record conscious. Experi­
ence teaches that a better understand­
ing of the value of medical records 
would be effected, could each student 
nurse, within the first months in the 
hospital have the advantage of lec­
tures, followed by demonstrations 
in the Medical Record Department 
of our hospitals. The doctor as well 
as the nurse, might be amazed to 
discover the wealth of detail work 
accomplished, in addition to the ben­
efits derived from the use of patient's 
medical records—this is just one of 
many methods practiced, whether the 
bed capacity is large or small to con­
vince others of the value of complete 
and accurate medical record. 
Third: Interne. The interne is us­
ually next in order of contact with 
patients after their admission for 
hospitalization A lecture on the value 
of complete and accurate medical 
records or an explanation of what is 
expected of him by the hospital, 
should be enforced by the Superin­
tendent of the Hospital or the Med­
ical Director of the hospital. 
Fourth: Attending Physician. On 
his first visit to see the patient, the 
attending physician should read over 
the interne's record, writing cor­
rections and additions necessary, 
finally okeying the patient's clinical 
data as recorded, over his full sig­
nature—this contributes to the in­
terne's interest, as well as to the 
scientific care of the patient. Unless 
the hospital medical staff is medical 
record consicious, it is impossible to 
expect good medical records. A 
medical record committee assures 
proper contact with the medical staff 
in order that medical records might 
be evaluated by this committee before 
they are classified by the personnel 
of the Medical Record Librarian to 
be complete and accurate. At the 
Medical Staff meetings the analysis 
of hospital services or a Medical audit 
is presented—this analysis is recog­
nized by the head of the Medical 
Record Department as a "Yardstick 
of hospital Performance" and cannot 
be compiled accurately until the 
medical records as appraised during 
the medical staff meeting. 
Fifth: Laboratory Personnel. 
When a resume of patients' care is 
presented by the interne to the lab­
oratory personnel, after which the 
pathologist, roetgenologist or lab-
oroatory techician give their respec­
tive reports, medical records again 
play an important part in creating 
a record consciousness in this depart-
(Continued on page 8) 
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ment of the hospital, because accep­
table medical records make possible 
a means of scientific research. 
Sixth: The Surgeon. Surgeons 
keep alive their spirit of cooperation 
in that they remember that a few 
words of facts, written at the time 
of the operation, while he is still 
medical record conscious of the de­
tails of the findings and procedure, 
are worth more than several pages 
written, sometimes later, or after 
that patient is discharged and the 
medical record sent down to the Med­
ical Record Department as incom­
plete. 
Seventh: The Hospital Adminis­
trator. As one who represents the 
governing body of the hospital, he 
keeps the hospital staff and all hos­
pital personnel medical record con­
scious—he is fully conscious of ac­
ceptable medical records not only to 
his own hospital but likewise to the 
good of humanity in general. 
Others concerned in contributing 
to the medical record are the rad­
iologist, the dentist, the anesthetist, 
the cardiologist, the hospital dieti­
tian, the physical therapist and the 
medical social worker—all of these 
specialists contribute by producing 
an accurate and complete report of 
the findings of their examinations 
or treatments, and by seeing to it 
that a report is on the patient's chart 
at the earliest possible moment—as 
all physicians await anxiously such 
reports on the patient's charts, the 
personnel of the medical record de­
partment also awaits eagerly, with 
the immediate discharge of the pa­
tient, clinical charts okeyed over the 
physician's signature, as complete 
and accurate. 
Every day, all over the world, 
men and women are called to impor­
tant positions because they have pre­
pared themselves for them. Fame 
and fortune are not overnight occur­
ences, but the fit and ready are 
usually chosen from a list of those 
who have long prepared for the e-
mergency—such preparation is essen­
tial for any position of trust and re­
sponsibility. Now it the time for us to 
prepare for nothing less than a 
goal of medical records in our hos­
pitals written for scientific value. 
Such a benefit to medical science 
will represent our contribution to the 
sum total of such an achievement in 
the world, thereby leaving the earth 
a healthier heritage than it had at 
our birth. 
There is nothing impossible to him 
who will try. 
.  . .ALEXANDER 
